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Rainbow Rights Project (R-Rights),
OF LGBTS AND THE  inc isa urique akemaive lwyering
PARTYLIST SYSTEM ~N60) catering to the marginalized
ORANGE CARD is an initiative of m’“‘“&"‘“‘m"‘“ﬂ“;&*
the Rainbow Rights Project (R-Rights), Inc. ders (LGBTs). Since its establishment

rainbowrightsprojectorg :
r_rightsproject@yahoo.com Human Rights Trainings focused on
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( SECTORAL ORGANIZATIONS'
POLITICAL PARTICIPATION

Article Il, Section 23 of the 1987 Constitution mandates
that “The State shall encourage non-governmental,
community-based, or sectoral organizations that promote
the welfare of the nation”

As a state policy, this recognized the principle of volun-
tarism and ensured a broad categorization of organiza-
tions encompassing human rights and promoting human
development and participation.
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SOCIAL JUSTICE AND HUMAN RIGHTS
Bearing on the principles of social justice and human rights,
this concept not only applied to economic, but political jus-
tice as well. Reiterating provisions under the Bill of Rights
on theright to association and to form unions, as an eabling
mechanism to make social justice real, encouragement is
given to people that they organize themselves, that they
protect their legitimate interests peacefully, through their
collective efforts.
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/” THE CONSTITUTION N\
AND THE PARTY LIST SYSTEM

The 1987 Constitution mandated the establishment of a
system whereby the electorate can vote for partylist organi-
zations to give voice to significant minorities of society who
would otherwise not be adequately represented through
geographical district. Thus, the Partylist System was envi-
sioned to be a mechanism of proportional representation in
the election of representatives

to the Lower House of Congress, and with an aim of increas-
ing representation of r interests, particularly of “mar-
L ginalized and under-represented sectors”. y

/~ PHILIPPINE SUPREME COURT’S W
2001 DECISION

The Partylist System is a social justice tool designed not only
to give more law to the great masses of our people who have
less in life, but also to enable them to become veritable law-
makers themselves, empowered to participate directly in the
enactment of laws designed to benefit them. It intends to
make the marginalized and the under-represented not
merely passive recipients of the State’s benevolence, but
active participants in the mainstream of representative de-
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(' REPUBLIC ACT (RA) NO. 7941 OR \
THE PARTY-LIST SYSTEM ACT

The party-list system is a mechanism of proportional rep-
resentation in the election of representatives to the
House of Representatives (HOR) from national, regional
and sectoral parties or organizations or coalitions thereof
registered with the Commission on Elections (COMELEC).
Component parties or organizations of a coalition may
participate independently provided the coalition of
which they form part does not participate in the party-
Uy list system.
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DEFINITIONS AND TERMINOLOGI(SECTION 3, RA 7941)
é Pacrgglmeangfeitheégpoliﬁcal party or a sectoral party
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MANIFESTATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE
PARTY-LIST SYSTEM (SECTION 4, RA 7941)

Any party, organization, or coalition already registered
with the Commission need not register anew. However,
such party, organization or coalition shall file with the
Commission, not later than ninety (90) days before the
election, a manifestation of its desire to participate in the

party-list system.
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/” COMELEC RULES ON REGISTRATION N
(SECTION 5, RA 7941)

Any organized group of pefsons may register as a party, organization
or coalition for purposes of the party-list system by filing with the
COMELEC not later than ninety (90) days before the election a petition
verified by its president or secretary stating its desire to participate in
the party-list system as a national, regional or sectoral party or argani-
zation or a coalition of such parties or organizations, attaching thereto
its constitution, by-laws, platform or program of govemment, list of of-
ficers, coalition agreement and other relevantinformation as the
COMELEC may require: provided, that the sectors shall include labor,
peasant, fisherfolk, urban poor, indigenous cultural communities, el-
derly, handicapped, women, youth, veterans, overseas workers, and

\_professionals.
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YOGYAKARTA PRINCIPLE NO. 25

Yogyakarta Principle 25 recognizes the Right to Participate in
Public Life. To wit: “Every citizen has the right to take part in the
conduct of public affairs, including the right to stand for elected
office, to participate in the formulation of policies affecting their
welfare, and to have equal access to all levels of public service

and employment in public functions, including serving in the

police and military, without discrimination on the basis sexual
orientation or gender identity.”
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